Re: Sediment Characterization for NWOD response
Kathryn Hernandez to: Briefer, Laura 11/24/2010 08:30 PM

From: Kathryn Hernandez/R8/USEPA/US
To:

Cc:  'Elizabeth Palmer' <epalmer@utah.gov>, "Ferry, Steve M (bp)" <Steve.Ferry@bp.com>, "Pak, Eugene"
<EugenePak@chevron.com>, "Zollinger, Renee" <Renee.Zollinger@slcgov.com>, stearns.james@epa.gov,
kmurray@chapman.com, Stanley Christensen/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, "Bill Rees" <brees@utah.gov>

Please see the attached response to you 11/19 email.

Kathy

----- "Briefer, Laura" <Laura.Briefer@slcgov.com> wrote: -----

To: Kathryn Hernandez/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, 'Elizabeth Palmer' <epalmer@utah.gov>

From: "Briefer, Laura" <Laura.Briefer@slcgov.com>

Date: 11/19/2010 03:13PM

Cc: "Ferry, Steve M (bp)" <Steve.Ferry@bp.com>, "Pak, Eugene" <EugenePak@chevron.com>, "Zollinger,
Renee" <Renee.Zollinger@slcgov.com>

Subject:

Dear Kathy and Liz:

Attached is the NWOD Working Group’s supplement to our November 9th 2010 Memorandum regarding our
proposed Remedial Design and Implementation Approach. This is intended to respond to EPA’s request for
a work plan for a sediment quality study for Segment 1 of the NWOD Canal.

Please let us know if you have any questions or comments on this. We are planning to conduct soil sampling
during the week of December 6, 2010 in order to stay on schedule, so we would appreciate your feedback
soon.

At this time, it looks like we will start the sampling on Monday December 6th; we are happy to have you there
with us if you want to observe the sampling activities and sediment.

As per our November 9th 2010 Memorandum, we anticipate completion and compilation of the results of all of
the Design Studies by mid-to-late February.

Thank you and have a good Thanksgiving holiday.
Laura

Laura McIndoe Briefer
Special Projects Manager
Salt Lake City Public Utilities
1530 South West Temple
Salt Lake City, UT 84115
Phone: 801.483.6741



[attachment "NWOD Canal 11-19-2010 Segment 1 Sediment Characterization Studies.pdf" removed by

Kathryn Hernandez/R8/USEPA/US] - NWODreply11_24.doc
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November 24, 2010

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT:
Northwest Oil Drain

FROM:
Kathryn Hernandez



RPM

TO:

NWOD Working Group

We have evaluated the proposed Sediment Characterization Study, dated November 19, 2010.  The plan should be revised to include the comments below.


 


General Comments:


 


1. The EPA and the DEQ do not object to the Northwest Oil Drain working group's proposal to include additional parameters as part of the proposed sampling strategy (such as metals, PAHs, etc..) so they can gather additional information about the site.  However, please be aware that there are no agreed upon levels to screen this additional data against.  As such, its utility may be in question.  As previously noted, the cleanup levels established by the Northwest Oil Drain working group will not be re-visited.  Cleanup activities should commence in a manner consistent with the meeting on November 1, 2010.


 


2. Prior to sampling, it is important all parties understand how the sediment analytical data proposed in this plan will be used.  The intent of this sampling is not to determine how much of Segment #1 will or will not be de-watered/bypassed, but rather, among others, it is to evaluate the physical characteristics of the sediment and to determine if field observations correlate with the laboratory analytical data.  Consistent with the working group's proposal during the November 1, 2010 meeting, it is expected that Segment #1 will be de-watered and impacted sediment above the cleanup levels addressed.  The field observations and corresponding data collected from this plan will be utilized when the final inspection, of entire length of Segment #1 (which will be de-watered/bypassed), is performed next year.  


 


Specific Comments:


 


1. Page 2, Sediment Sampling, Logging and Compositing, Fourth Paragraph: If the intent is to establish a correlation between visual and chemical concentrations and use this information to assist with contaminant removal and a final inspection, the plan should be revised to specify that samples will be collected from the most visually impacted material as well as material that appears to be marginally impacted and visually clean.  By creating different classes, the soil and corresponding field observations can be logged and the analytical data can be evaluated against the field observations.  It is important to remember that elevated concentrations of TRPH were reported in the clay along the bottom of the canal (ERM, April 2008).  Samples should also be collected from material that does not appear to be impacted, as well, to assist with the visual correlation.


 


2. Page 2, Sediment Sampling, Logging and Compositing, Fourth Paragraph: Samples, such as those collected at 78+89 (April 10, 2008 Report - Oil and Grease 18,000 mg/kg), should not be composited with sediment revealing minimal or no signs of visual impact.  It is important to understand the extent of heavily impacted sediments present at the site.


 


3. Page 2, Sediment Sampling, Logging and Compositing, Fourth Paragraph:  Sampling, laboratory analysis and reporting should be performed in a manner consistent with the approved Quality Assurance Project Plan.  Detection limits should be below cleanup standards to avoid uncertainty as the data is reviewed.  Please revise the text to address this comment.


 


4. Page 3, Remedial Design Analyses: Please revise the text to indicate a report will be submitted to EPA and DEQ upon completion of the sampling.  The report should include pictures of the sediment sampled.
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